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Forgword

This is a tentative study of the gas experience
of the 3rd Division during World War I. This study
is not preseuted as a definitive and official history,
but is reproduced for current reference use within the
Military Establishment pending the publicatiun of an
approved history.

The author was assisted in his research by Mrs.
Charlotte M. Bolin and Mr. Guy F. Goodfellow.

0 : Comments and suggestions relative
to accuracy and sdequacy of treatment are invited, and
my be transmitied to the Chief, U.S. Army Chemical Corps
Historical Office, Army Chemical Canter, Maryland.
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THE 3rd DIVISION AT CHATEAU THIERRY
,  July 1918
\\
“ATho threst of disaster on the Western Front presented by the
‘groat German offensives in the spring of 1918 precipitated American
forces, then training in France, into battle some months before they were
considereu ready. The lst and 2nd Divisions, committed in April and June,
and the 4th and 26th Divisions, put in the line early in July, did not
weet any of these offensives head on. Only the 3rd and 42nd Divisions,
at the Marne, had that experience. The present study records how the 3xd

Division met the German offensive of 15 July 1918 o~

LA,
The tendency of higher headquarters during World War I to expect \‘."L
more of Regular Army divisions tﬁan of quard or draft divisions dons not
seem to have been justified in the case of the 3rd Division. Its Regular
Army complement was not auch greater than in National Guard or National
Army divisions in the AEF. It wes limited toc the division and brigade head-
quarter- staffs and to one Reguiar Aray officer in each conpany.1
And despite its Regular Army status, the division was probably less ready
for combat than any other that had srrived in France up to that time. In

addition, it had both leadership and discipline problems, graphically

1

History of the Third Division in the World War, compiled by
Maj Frederic V. Hemenway, Div hist (Andernach-an-der-Rhine, | Feb
1919), p. 1. This 397-page wotk by unit historians will be cited
hereafter as History, ‘




\\ Ne
desdribed by its highly ati:ulate Chief of Staff.2 These . oved to be
wall-nigh insuperable factore in the performance of t! - divi;iohi

‘\%ﬁe gvent from whith tue 351 Division seems never te }@ve wholly
:§covered was the gas bomkardment of 15 July 1918. That morning, in prepara-
tion for the fifth and last German offensive, the German Seventh, First and
Thirg Armies put down a four-hour gas and high explosive bombardment on an
attack front of almost 120 kilometers. 1t caught the 3rd Division on the
extreme left flank ¢i the front. Like the earlier preparatory bombardments
that ..oring, that on 15 July was not intended by the Germans to destroy the
defensive works of the enemy but merely to paralyze morale until the German
infantry could break through;QQ\

There seems little doub: that despite relatively few casualties as a

result of the bombardment, the morale of 3r4 Division was badly shattered
by the shelling.‘ The sul .quent failure of the enemy attack in the 3rd
Division sector, as eliewhere, r-sult.d 1ather from events immediately prior
to the bombardmint and to inadeguacie. of th- bembardrent itself than to
any heroic defense made b:low the Marne.

. The present study describes the preparations of 3rd Division to meet
the attack, the conduct of the division during the bcmbardment 2nd the German

 attack that folloied, and the experi.n.e of the .division during its subseduent

2
Seo corresp atchd to Lpoc Rgt of opns of 3rd Div, July 15 <« 31

{3rd Civ Box 21, 33.6).

3
See CWS Weekly Sum of Info, 19 Jun and 3 Jul (War Dept Hist Box 298).



advance above the Marne.

"On May 30th we stepped into history"

Maj. Gen. Joseph T. Dickman's 3rd Division as organized at Camp
Green, Charlotte, N. C., on 27 November 1917, comprised the 4th and 7th
Infantry, 5th Brigade, under Brig. Gen. Fréd W. Sladen; the 30th and 38th
Infantry, 6th Briaade, under Brig. Gen.Charles Crawford; the iOth, 76th,
and 18th FA, 3rd FA Brigade, under Col. William M. Cruikshank; and the usual

machine gun, engineer, medical, and 51gnal components and supply tra1ns-

The division landed in France in April 1918 and after little more
than a month of retraining it bypassed its scheduled tour of duty in the

trenches and "stepped into history." 4

On 27 May the German High Command launched its fourth offensive that

spring, spearheaded by the Seventh army driving from the Chemin des Dames.
Four days later the point of the attack came to a halt at the Marne after
a penetration of nearly forty miles (Map No. 1). Seventh Army had gone
farther and faster than the German command had thought possible, and the

advance could not be resumed until supplies and heavy artillery came up.

On 30 May, as the Germans continued to advance, Pershing put his
2nd and 3rd Divisions, the latter then training at Chateau Villain, a

hundred miles southeast of Chateau Thierry, at the disposal of General

History, p. 2.
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dft.peray, commanding the French Group of Armies of the North. They were
ordered to the :X) and XXxVI1I French Corps areas of Duchesna's (shortly

to be Degoutte®s) Sixth French Aurmv, in the Chateau Thierry region.

On the afternoon of the ®th, the wotorized 7th Machine Gun Battalion -
of 3rd Division set out for Chateauw Thierry, going into position the next
afternoon along the river front in the town a.s the Germans antered its
noydhern limits.® The two infantry brigades antrained the night of 3¢ Jay
and were almost & week arriving =1 the front.6 Mearwhile, on 2 June, as
the Frencn conﬂmed to fall back wast of Chateau Thierry, the Germans
advanced cautiously, taking Bussiares, Torry,‘ the Bois de Bellleau, and
Hill 204 before they came to a halt in fiont of tho ral.‘.ying French and.
the 2nd ‘»exican Divisiun. But from Chateau Thierry east, mgm_m

had already stopped, unahle to cross the Maxne without considerabis

preparetion.”

On arriving in the Marna sector on 4 - 6 June, the 3rd Division
infantry was dispersed by battalions among the elaments of the 10th

5 R

Order 1306, 3rd Sec, Ha Gp of Armies of North, 30 May (3xd Div
Box 18, 32.7); Maj John R. Mendenhall, 7th MG Bn, "The Fist in the
Dyke,” Jnfantry Journal (Jan 1936), pp. 13 - 23, #hen relieved on
4 Jun, the 7th MG Bn hzd suffered 32 casualties (Med Hist of 3rd Div,
p. 124, Med Dept Box 3430, fol 1).

6
FO 3, ad Div, 14%0 hr, 1 Jun (m‘d Div Box 12’ 32-1)0

7
Se# Rpt of Prisoner Interrogations by Fr L0, S5th Brig Hg, 3 Jun

(3rd Div Box 30, 22.3).



Colonial and 20th French Divisions spanning the river front from Chateau
Thierry to Dormans. To cover gaps in their lines and strengthen the
Maine bridges, the French continued to shift the battalions ;bcut
nervously all the next week. At one time the units of tha‘divi:ion, some
as small as platoons, were spread out across the front from La Fertee

sous-Jouarre to Courthiezy (Map No. 2).8

Once in the line, sald the 6th Brigade commander, "we were not
seriously molested by the enemy for six weeks, except by a raid or two
and by desultory artillery fire. The Germsn drive from the north had

spent itself." ?

The Division is Rocssomblod.

The 3rd Division arrived at the front without a gas organization,
although the troops had received soma gas training early in Ngy when Ma?.
Woodruff M. Somervell of the Engineers was appointad Division Gas Officor-lo

E?H;h.tox-y. Pps 3 - 4} Memo, G - 3 to CofS 3rd Div, 4 Jun, sub: Cperations
changes (with DORs in 3rd Div Box 20, 33.1); Gen Order of Opns 3261, 3rd
Sec, 6th Fr Army, 10 Jun (3rd Div Box 18, 32.7).

? [3rig Gen) Chyrles Crawford, Six Months with the Sixth Bricade (Ksnsas

01tY. Mo. 1926 )' Pe 46.

0 ' : ‘

1 For the unsatisfactory efforts at ges training in the States, see Progress
Reports, Jan 1918, in 3rd Div Box 26, 56.2. 7th Inf hand receipts dated 14
and 16 May indicate that all companies were ssued copies of the Army War

College menual, Gas Warferss Part II. Methods

and Part I1I. WMM&MWIMWW Tt .mgu"" '
Mothods of Offengg was issued only to regimental hq (3rd Div Box 36, 10.9;

manual in War Dept Hist Box 20%).




(]
\ P' r‘.“ Fl‘nlﬂl
o

Bazachas,

Voilghte

[/
Versmes

Y

oBuzancy
§ Trabat ©

w ) [+
Moot Melra Dame  Villesavays g o 4y
E G
.

Moot § Marten

<5
| aC\\ir; \:‘

Drav -SnOJ
Cohan
; o o
. QULCHY
o
f FE RE.“.&AP -y Coulonges
JJ’N i
<
Ser
S ergy
Carger .
S E \/E FoReT Faeniens
ot Cg\:‘rmont
Feae / en\eh‘oug

Q
Lur,-ds'nn
-
usMATeS
Te
';’
o
leas
Baiy
”
Mlnsm’ "B ouresches ‘
Q sLucy Y Bece c % .Su y
ouritwe Yy

° ,u‘
CHATEAL -THIER

Ecvoras

Nogeatd  =Nedes
-

Easises
.
4
FES €-vous- Jounent
Source: Bau
Stund der Luk
1 Sis 29, Jume 1
J——— Queards Gp 120
200.000 Souxy Beex oy
0 [) 0 ™
: . - MONTWIRAL
o8
- 7 -
e



°
Peries
\? Bazoches,

5 Thibawt o

o Q
o¥raDame  Villgsaroye s

o
poot T Kartew

OG\")
B 0
De avegny
Cohan
°
o
(‘gﬂon.u
Sy
.Cnv‘ti
.
Megniony
Jremoat
(-]
3»«5:\\".1
o
L3
&
o
2

DORMANS

Sl
>y
Cov 'om\. 1y

SYhgasn °
© VChepully
olley

Fiymatte

-

VILLE-enTasr snaxs
" £

Scurce: Based om Gevean map,

Itend der Luhttrid Aufuiavu
bis 2g. duny (e (VA Cn'“v-':l-
Qucards Gp 110) and mep in Marng
&u! Boeu Loppondin

“Rombrecy

D £

~
IR

‘ERPERNAY

1

SITUATION Map

MARNE FRrRONT
4 JUNE I9l8§

MAP NO. 2

FaoRET DE LA
MONTAGNE

R E I

M S




Jntil mid-June unit commanders appear to have been solely responsible for
gas aiscipline and not uatil 19 June wo.e the regiments directed to appoint
regimental and battalion gas officers.il

With what success division gas memoc reached the widely scattered
troops at the Marne can only be guessed. The most important of these memas,
oratared on 8 June fq: all units, ordered the French M-2 mask turned in since
the British small box respirator (SBR) was to be the only authorized mask
in the AEF« The same memc defined the zones irn the sector where the mask
was to be worn at the ready and alert positions, warned that toxic eife:ts
of gas might be felt for several kilometers beyond the point of impact, and
that the Germans had been known to fire mustard gas on areas as distant as:
13 to 15 kilometers back of the frent. All billets within 7 kilometers of
the front line and all battery positions were to have a supply éf chloride
of lime for decontamination of the ground and bicarbonate of soda for
decontamination of the eyes and skin.12

Prominent in the memo was an injunction made familiar by its appear—

ance in one form or another in tha orders of other divisions:

11
G - 3 Order 25, 3rd Div, 19 Jun (3rd Div Box 14, 32.13). Gas

personnel seems to have been dusignated on the spot. Two months later,
in accordance with AEF GO 79, RGOs, BGOs, and gas NCOs who were "not
AEF trained" were replaced or sent to school (Memo 125, 3rd Div, 23 Aug,
3rd Div Box 1, 10.2).

12 ]
As happened elsewhere, Memo 103, 3rd Div, 7 Jul (3rd Div Box 1,

10.2), was issued to warn that chloride of lime was for neutrali:ing
mustard gas shell holes and not for general disinfecting purposes.




The attention cof all runks is directed to the ever increasing importance
of Gas Warfare....There shou.d be no joking about gas. Men should not
contract the habit of yelling "“Gas,™ as a joke, even when they are awar3
from the front, and should bs summarily disciplined for this offense.
And inevitably, a series of orders appeared saying that contrary to
directives, cfficers and men were going about in the headquarters area,
in the billeting areas, and even at the front without their masks, and in

gome cases without either masks or helmets.“

A week after coming into the se-%ov, 3zd Division still had no cer-
tain identification of the eneamy units on its front. Upon prospting by
corps, patrols crossed the river repeatedly until one returned with
prisoners, ldentifying the units of the w occupying
the three=kilometer sector between Chatedu Thlerry and Gland. The enemy
‘forces were found holdiny a serfes of :ifia pits along the edge of the
Bois de Barbilloh. with light marhine quns betwesn the pits and heavy

machine quns on the flank:. 15

In addition to the general dispersiou of the ird Division along the
darne, on 13 June a battalion cf the 30th Infantry, followed by one of the
4Ath Infantry, was sent to the tesporary rellef of French units trying to

13
Mexo 96, 3rd Div, 8 Jun, nes. (3:d Div Box 2, 10.2).

14 :
Moo, O CofS, 9 Jun (3rd Div Box 1, 10.2 and Box 3, 10.9); G- 1
Order 6, 16 Jun (Box 14, 32.13): G = 3 Order 82, 4 Jul (Box 13, 32.13);
Memo, G = 1 to O 6th Eng, 10 Jul (Box 2, 10.2).

15
SOI 12 and 15, 13 = 14 and 16 = 17 Jun (3rd Div Box 7, 20.1).




recapture Hill 204. Three days later the whole of the 7th Infantry was
digpatched by Sixth Army to relieve the badly mauled Marines in the Belleau
Wood-Bouresches sector. Belleau Wood, like Hill 204, proved to be "one
huge macline-gun nest,” and after less than a week the regimental units

gratefully yielded their lines, almoat intaét. to the returiing forces.16

With its units released by Sixth Army and by the 10th Colonial and
20th Fronch Divisionsl” as the front became stable, 3rd Division at the end
of June was for the first time united. As the two French divisions shifted
to the left and right, the 4th, Tth, 30th, and 38th Infantry, in columns
of battalions, moved in on a nine-kilometer front along the river, from
the east edgs of Chatseu Thierry to within s kilometer of Varennes (Map

No. 3 and Overlay).18

On the night of 2 - 4 July the first elements of the 3rd FA Brigade

came into the sector, joining the French batteries of 75%s, 10%'s, and 15%'s

16

No casualties have been found for the 30th Infj the 4th Inf bettallon
lost 13 killed, 34 wounded, 3 missing at Hill 204} the 7th Inf lost 51
killed, 265 wounded, 34 missing at Belleau Wood. Gas casualties were not
distinguished. See History, pp. 81, 91, 13% - 363 Joseph T. Dickman, Ihg
Great Crusade (New York, 1927), pp. 56, 2723 Col C. H. lanza, Fileld Notes,
“aAction of 2ud Bn, 30th Inf. 6 - 7 June, on Hill 204,* 3 rpr 1919 (3rd Div
Box 40, 18.2). Rpts of the action at Belleau Wood, described as wholly
“attended by chaos,” are in 3rd Div Box 39, 33.6.

17 ,
Thess were soon to be reoplaced by the 39th and 125th French Divs,
which were the units adjoining 3rd Div during July.

18
FO 6, 3rd Div, 23%9, 18 Juns FC 7, 1800, 2 Jul.
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already there. Ten days later the divisional 135's arrived. The last

batte-y of 15%'s never made it; it was smashed on the road during the

bombaronent that night.19

The strategic feature of the sector occupied by 3rd Divi:ion was .
“the Surmelin valley, a»natural gateway to the souti.. From above the Junctionb -
of Surmelin brook with the Marne, the enemy in the Bols de Barbillon snd
Fordt do Ris had an unimpaired view ten kilometers to the south. Dominating
the Surmelin vniloy. from the enemy's point of view, were the heignts ofv
fho le Reegq platicu, crowned by the Bois d'Aigremont. The immediate obstacle
to an advance down that valley to the plateau was the Marne, only about 50
yards wide on this front but quite deep and therefore hazardous for heavily

equipped troops trying to cross it.20

“Preparing by every manner of means™

For all his observation to the front, the enemy remained singularly
unaggressive in the weeks before the attack. No one doubted that a new
offensive was being prepared or the genersl area where it would fall.
Throughout the period 3rd Divisi.ia G - £ reports were filled with the sights
and sounds of attack preparations, the movement of wagons, caissons, arnd men,

the unloading of hollow cylinders and the metallic pounding as of pontoons

19
Ltr rpt, CG 3rd FA Brig to CG ird Div, 18 Dec, subs Opns Rpt,
14 Jul - 1 Aug (3rd Div Box 22, 33.6).

20
Dickman, The Great Crusade, pp. 62 - 63.




and bridge parts being put together in the woods beyond the Marna. Daily,
scores of enemy planes crossed and recrossed the front, with ag many as

108 planes counted one day.2}

Again and again Division G - 3 reported on the nexceeding inactivity"
of the enemy artillery. G- 2 reports for the 40 days between 4 June and
13 July indicate that the enemy fired less than 12,500 shalls, an average of

200 - 300 shells a days falling off just before the offensive to less than

" 100 shells s day. Probably less than two-thirds of the 26 killed and 87

wounded roported by G - 3 1n this period resulted from enemy ghell and shrapnel.

The rest fell to snipers or were lost on patrols across the river. Only 7
of thesa 113 casualties are spocifically‘idontifiod as occurring at Hill
2043 almost 400 others idontifiod with the Chateau Thierry and Bols de
Belleau operations in June are unaccounted for in 3rd Division casualty

rocOrdc-22

In that month and a half fewer than 130 gas shalls were counted in
the sector, resulting {n four gas casvalties. In no instance did more than

20 gas shells fall on any one day,vloading G - 2 to observe early in Julys

21 ' :
s01 25, 3rd Div, 26 - 27 Jun. G - 2 fssued two sets of SOIs, an un-
numbered set from 4 - 20 Jun in 3rd Dlv Box 9, 20.9, and 2 numbered set,

SOl 9 - 41, 10 Jun - 13 Jul, in 3rd Div Box 7, 20.1. Thirteen reports are
missing in the second set and nd rpts have been Jound for the period 14 Jul -
12 Aug, when the 3rd piv laft the sector.

22

Eleven reports are missing {n the DORs betwesn 3 Jun and 14 Jul (3xd
Div Box 20, 33.1). See Analysis, D- 96.

- 13-




It has been noted that the enemy is using against this division tactics
similar to that which he has used against [other] new American Divisions
in respect to the use of GAS. H!i procedure has been to send cver during
the firs: threoe weeks but a few stells and those of a harmless sneezing

nature. This is done with the idea of producing a feeling of apathy in

regard to GAS and to lull the troops into a sense of false securi.y.

“The last veek in June and the first two weeks of July were spent

in preparing by every manner of means...to meet the onslaught that...

all knew...was impending.” 24 To assist 3rd Division in its preparations,

corps asked General Dickman to send some of his officers over to see and
study the trenches prepared by the 125th French on the right. Dickman
himself wont; too,

and found that they had a very beautiful plan with all sorts of lozenges,
bsans, kidneys...and otheri various shapes of flgures in different colors
representing a very elaborate system of trenches. But upon inquiry...most
of these trenches {provod to bel, as the Spanish say, @0 _Droyacto, and...
very little actual work had been done.....when the time came to make use
of these French trenches, they made preparations for evacuation several
hours before the bombardment came, and when the Germans let down their
huge conggntration, tl.e 125th French Division promptly disappeared from
the map.

25

SOI 34, 3rd Div, 5 = 6 Jul. Hospital lists (see Analysis, p. 89)
show 24 gas casuslties between 4 Jun - 14 Jul. Cf. Telg, DGO to
CofGas Serv, 18 Jun (GAF - 3rd Div)s Memo, DGO for G = 3 3xd Div,
19 Jun, n.s., and Ltrs, DGO to G - 3 3rd Div, 28 Jun and 6 Jul, subs
Weekly Report (3rd Div Box 28, 63.3), all reporting little or no gas
activity. . :

24 -
Hiatory, ps 7+ The file of French corps and army instructions
on defense preparations i{s in 3rd Div Box 32, 33.6.

25

Fors ltr, Dickman, Hq Ft Sam Houston to Col P. S. Bond, Washington,
D.C., 21 Feb 1919 (3rd Div Box 3, 11.4).

-14-




No single map of the defensive system in the 3rd Division sector has
been found, and perhaps none was made. The four lines of defense that were
prepared remained elementary since the constant shifting of units and of
sector limits until early July left little time for construction (see Map
Nc. 3 and Overlay). Along the river bank a Series of rifle pits and machine
gun positions were marnned by platoons and half-platoons as the outpost line.
The second line consisted of a more or less continuous line of riflemen
along the railroad embankment. The main line of resiétanco or aqueduct
line followed the slopes of the first hills south of the Marne, roughly along
the Paris aqueduct ihat passed through the sector, and waé not a line but a

"series of strong points. The support or woods line ran along the slopes
of the .ccond ridge below the Marne (the le Rocq plateau), extending east
through the Bois d'Aigremont into the Surmelin valley. The reverse slopes
of this ridge were organized by Sixth army, with the 28th imerican Divi-
sion in the rear of 3rd Division and the 73rd Frencth, the counterattack
division, on the right below St. Eugene, ready to attack either toward Gland
or Passy.26

Thus echeloned in depth, all units were to hold their ground when

the attack came, beginning at the most advanced line. The foremost troops,

corps said, were to fight "with their feet In the water, sc to speak." 27

26 v

History, p. 83 Col C. R. Howlandi, :
(Ft Leavenworth, Kansa., 1923), n 299;
Box 19, 32.7).

27
) Ltr, CG 38th Fr Cor{s to CG 2r3 Div, 11 Ju), nese {3rd Div Eox 19,
32.7).
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The field order governing 3rd Division at the time of the attack
said that in case the enemy used artificial fog or gas,lall groups and
sentinels forward of the woods line (i.e., the support line) were to
“await in their present positions the advanca of the enemy." If the
woods were bombarded with gas, the troops were to evacuate them at once,
since "woods and valleys constitute gas traps." They were to take up '
defensive positions on the flanky, to block the enemy advance and his
efforts at 1nf11§ration- The troops were also reassured that there was

no danger of the enemy advancing through “gas poisoned areas.“ 28

A slight modification of this gas defense plan, made at the last
minute, said that "In case of a gas attack combat groups [half-platoon
units) will withdraw to the Rsilroad Line leaving their observation group
on the river front. No other troops wlll withdrsw...until ordered...by
higher authority....Troops of the Railroad Line will hold out to the last.
It the line 1s plerced and counterattacks fail the combat groups will hold
out individually to bresk the enemy's formations.” 29

The division was amply warned that the attack would unquestionably
be preceded by "a violent and short preparation...with heavy and well
organized use of gas shells,” or as Col. Robert H. C. Kelton, Chiof’of

Staff, phrased it, "to discomfo-t our troops” during his attempt to cross
. |

1

28
G - 3 Notes on Conference, 5 Jul (3ra Div Box 14, 32.13); Annex 6,
6 Jui, to FO 7, 3rd Div, 2 Jl.

29

) Plan of Defense, Gland Sector, 7th Inf, 12 Jul (3rd Div Box 78,
32.8).
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the river, the eremv would likely use gas or smoke or both in the wooded

areas along the river valley.30

28 early as 12 June Major Somervell, the Division Gas Officer, was
instructed to submit for the division order for defenss a draft cf pro-
tective measures to be exercised in the event of a gas bombardment. The
instructions appeared in a three-page order on 15 June, covering the neces~
¢ity of dally gas mask drills and inspections, the wearing of‘malks during
all bombardments, cautions 15 unmacking, treatment of gas casualties, evacua-
tion procedures after mustard gas attack, preparation of gas attack reports,
and a reminder that when a gas bombardment was over the troops were to fire
“short bursts...from machine guns and rifles...to prevent corrosion" by

the chemicals in the air.

Although the enemy might use gas projectors on this front, the order
sald, he was now relying on gas shell for almost 60 percent of his gas
fire. The troops were reminded that 30 percent of gas casualties in the
past ﬁad resuited from premature removal of masks. Because of the high
percentage of casualties caused by gas, “"strict gas discipline and constant

watchfulness by commanding officers is necessary....Strict compliance with

30 .
Memo, CofS 3rd Div for Brig Comdrs, 1 Jul, and Memo 2476/1, 38th Fr
Corps, 7 Jul (3rd Div Box 19, 32.7).

3 = 3 Order 44, 3rd Div, 23 Jun (3rd Div Box 13, 32.13), reported on
a study made by Third Fr Army of German tactics in the Montdidier-Noyon
off nsiv: of 9 Jun. CWS Weekly Sum of Inf, 27 Mar, 4 Apr, 5 Jun, 12 Jun,
1y Jun, 26 Jun, and 3 Jul contained reports on the gas bombardmerts for
eurlier German offensives. Bul of Intel Info2,G-2 3rd Div, 6 Jul (3rd
Liv Box 7, 20.3), published the dat: in Cws WSI, 3 July.



the above.[instructions] is enjo.ned upon all concerned and Commanding

Officers will be hald accountable for the number of gas casualties occur-

ring in their command." 31

Although the 3rd Division issued instructions enough, a degree of

ignorance, not to say helplessness, as to just what to do about a gas bombard-
ment seems to have prevailad. This ls implied in a statement without further
explanation in the division history:
The use of gas and smoke [by the German ] had been foreseen...but...was not
yet sufficiently covered [by directivesi so that proper precaution could be
taken without loss in personnel and great confusion resulting therefrom.
The state of indecision seems clear from a report of the 7th Infantry Regi-
montai Gas Officer a week before the bombardment, thﬁt dally gas mask drill
was being held in the front lines, that the company in Fossoy had g‘s-proof
cellars, and the dugout under construction for the regimental command Pout
was to have gas curtains. But no other shelters in the sector were gas-
pProof or were to be made ges-proof except for a battalion PC that had
requested and been issued gas Slankets. 32

Anticipation of the bombardment by the troops was not allayed by the

series of all-night alerts that began on 3 -~ 4 July. There was another on

31

Memo 16, Asst G - 3 3rd Div for Gas Officer, 12 Jun (3rd Div Box 2,
10.2); G - 3 Order 11, 3rd Div, 1% Jun (3rd Div Box 13, 32.13); Memo to
officers inspecting front line trenches, 29 Jun (3rd Div Box 2, 10.2); Memo,
3rd Bn 7th Inf BGO to all companies, 3 Jul, subt Preven’ive measures against
gas (3rd Div Box 3, 10.9).

32

History, p. 93 Ltr, RX to CO 7th Inf, 8 Jul, subs Report (3rd
Jiv Box 20, 32.9).
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6 ~ 7 July, and from 9 July on the troops were kept constantlyiunder alert
conditions. The fears thus built up were to result in large nﬁmbers of
gaé-panic cases both during the bombardment and afterwards. And for two
days during the attack the 7th Infantry was to imagine itself hard pressed

on all sidesby German troops, although none came within a :lilometer of its

positions.

Only after the attack did the Division Gas Officer learn that for some
time past word had been circulating in the division that the respirator was
only effective for ten or twelve hours and was useless after that. Too late,
he ordered this impression corrected; the mask was fully effective "tor a
minimum of 40 hours in gag-" He also learned too late that men had regu-
larly been disciplined by being required to wear the respirator during
setting-up exercises. Since "the mask is not issued for disciplinary

purposes,” he asked that this be stopped at once.33

A gas defense effort in another direction seems to have proved more
rewarding. For several weeks the Division Gas Officer and Chlef of Staff
sought permission to put gas, or atlloast interdiction fire, oﬁ the enemy
traffic observed around Mont St. Pere and Charteves, as well as on su.pected
concentrations of minenwerfers and artillery building up in tront of those
towns and in the woods above them. But corps, to save its armunition,

refused permission, i1aying there was to be no fire aling the Marne untll

33
Mamo, DGO tor all vnlt aas offl:vrs, 18 w1 "ar) Biv Eog o, 10e2%
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the actual time of the attack.34

Corps apparently relented, because from 8 July on the division
artillery "began to be very activa, shelling the enemy with gas nightly."
The records of this fire are both fragmentary and contradictory, but indi-
‘ate that the French and American batteries of 3rd Division may have fired
19338 unspecified gas shells on the night of 8 - 9 July, another 7,000 the

ext night, and harassing bursts of mustard gas on the aights of 11 and 12
uly.

Then on the night of 13 July, 1,408 gas shells were said to have
ron flred into the Bols de Barbillon, west of Mont St. Pere, and for the
it night orders were prepared for a 3,300-round destructive fire on the
cumulation of enemy material in the Mont St. Pere-Charteves area, during
ich "no special #20 shell will be used.” 3% The inference 1s that all
? previous fire had been with the new French yperite (mustard gas) tholl;

:roduced in the field just the month before, a full year after the Germans

Ltr, DGO to G - 3, 6 Jul, sub: Report of Enemy Activity (3rd Div Box
63.33)3 Memo, CofS for Div Comdr, 8 Jul, subs Arty Conditlons (3rd Div
19, 32.7). Petain, Note 23546, for Armies & Gps of Armies, 19 Jul

snch Files Box 34, 30.1).

Deily Intel Rpts, 3rd FA Brig, 8 - 9, 9 - 10, 13 = 14 Jul (3rd Div
3, 2009)1

DOR, 3rd Div, 11 Juls FO 23, 3rd FA Brig, 13 Jul (Box 51,

)3 Ltr, CO 10th FA to CG 3rd PA Brig, 24 Jan 1919, subt Rpt on Gas
cks (GAF - 3rd Div).




began using thelr yellow cross (mustard gas) shell.36

Vapors from the mustard gas fired on the night of 12 July were
reported to have "drifted across the river in spots, necessitating wear-
ing of respirators in the 7th and 30th Infantry at low points along the
river bank." The next night the troops were warned that the artillery
would again fire gas "on both sides of Gland and on the north bank of the

Marne,” and they were to be aleri for any change in wind direction.37

German vecords were later to reveal that this fire, and particularly
the yporite and HE fire put down by the French and American batteries on

the night before the attack, resulted in 1rroparible damage to the operation.

German Plans for the Offensive of 15 July

while 3rd Division improvised sector defenses and the French Armies,

vith the lessons of the esrlier German offensives before them, hoped to

36

iiis is confirmed by Gen. Mondesir, CG 38th Fr Corps, in his "ccn-
tribut‘un...to the history of the Merne Diviiion," dated 1 Mar 1928, in
which he said that on 8, 9 and 13 July a total of 32,000 75-mm. and 1,000
103-mm. yperite shells were fired by the arty of the corps into the woods
and ravines north of the Marne ("The American 3rd Div in the Second Battle
of the Merne,” p. 9, French Files Box 107, 30.4). His accopanying map
of the vperited areas has not been found. Cf. Note de Service 1814/3,
Sixth Fr Army, 7 Jul (French Files Box %4, 30.1). '

37

Ltr, DGO to G - 3 3rd Div, 13 Jul, sub: Rpt of Gas Bombardment with
Mustard Gas (3rd Div Box 28, 63.3); Msg, FC 3th Brig to CO Bth MG Bn,
2020, 13 Jul (3rd Div Box 30, 32.16).




sontain the new attack and even nount a counteroffengive of their own, the

sexman High Command set in motior. a grandiose scheme that was intended to

nnihilate the French and than the British on the Western Front and so end
he war.

In the original plan, the attack on either side of Reims by Army Group
ezman _Crown Prince on 15 July was to be followed five days later by an offen-
lve towards Amiens launched by grmy Group Crown Prince of Bavaris

y to smash
1e British along the Somme (see Map No. 1).3% Both were to be decisive

erations, both Friedenstlrme or "peace offensives” that would end the war
German terms. But as the time approached for the Reims attack, diffi-
ities in mounting a double offensive and intelligence that the French might

1mselves be preparing an attack, resulted in deferring the Amiens offensive

a later date.3% The 15 July attack must tirst succeed.

For the attack the Germans assembled 47 divisions in three armies,

roximately 650,000 men, on an 85-mile front from Chateau Thierry to the

Order la 8683, QHQ.Elfld_AIEXo 14 Jun, reproduced in
ingive of July 13, 1218

fiook), compiled by Col C.H.
a, C G~ 2 Secy Gen Serv Sch (Ft. Lea\enworth, Kan., 1923), pp. 1l -

)
Order Ia 836, Seyenth army to all Corps Comdrs, 24 Jun (pp. 147 -~ 48);
msg, Ludendorff to AGGCP, 4 Jul (p. 279).

Notes Almost two-thirds of this 910-page text (hereafter cited ai

for Marne Soyrce Book) consists of Cerman documents, most of them at
s, army, and army group level.
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Argonne Forest. Opposite were almost 1,000,000 French and Americans.

The object of the offensive by the Seventh, First, and ThirdvArmig§
was to cut off and annihilate the huge body of French forces concentrated
on the Reims plateau. While its right wing held absolutely, the center of
Seventh Army would cross the Marne. The center and left wing of that Army

were then to push forward on both banks of the Marne, connecting with the

advancing Fipst Army at Epernay. Seventh Azmy would then turn towards
Paris, while First and Ihird Armies advanced towards Chalons. Swinging
east from Chalons and down the west bank of the Alsne to Si. Mihiel, these
‘gimies would squeeze out Verdun, as they had Reims, and France would sue

for pe.co.‘o

To secure its attack on Epernay, §g¥gn;h_5;mx had to seize and hold
the terrain west of Surmelin brook. Two assault divisions of Corps Kathen
were to cross at Charteves and on both sidss of Jaulgonne, taking the line
Gland-St. Eugene-Celles, in order to protect the right flank of the attack
(Maps No. 3 and 4). Corps Wichura was to seize the hills north of St. Agnan
and the La Chapelle valley, commanding the valley of the Surmelin, as the

remaining corps of Sgventh Army swept down and converged cn Epernay.4!

40 :
Army Orders la 2603, my, 21 Jun (M.B, p- 119}3 Army Orders
‘Ia 844, Sgyenth Azmy, 25 Jun (MZD, pp. 134 - 587. The Chaluns~Verdun opn
' {s not in German records but in Lt Col Duffour's “T-e Buttle of France in
1918," MSB, P. 440.

41
Rpt la 773, Hq Seyenth .pmy %0 :GGCi, 17 Jun (MoBy 1Pe 39 = 367,
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In a planning report to Army Group, Firgt Ammy estimated that since

the troops in the 27 May attack had advanced 18 kilometex» the first day,
and the terrain to the front this time was decidedly more favorable, it

was probable that Fir